












































































































































January 12, 1977
. MEMORANDUM FOR: BRENT SCOMCROPT
PROM: JACK MARSH

I have no problems with the attached tinnrkl.

-=- Kissinger

JoM/ar ~



Mr. Ambassador Lgevilla Sacasg7, Mr. Secretary, Members of
the Diplomatic Corps, l.adies and Gentlemen:

I ‘am grateful for your invitation to participate in this
farewell reception in honor of my close and good friend Henry
Kissinger. I had looked forward to working closely with Henry
here in Washington for another four years. There are great tasks
before us. While I will not suggest what might have been, Henry"s
legacy provides rich testimony to his wisdom and brillance in working
toward solutions to some of the most difficult problems in post war
history. The United States -- and the world -- is greatly in his debt.

I believe I speak for all of us when I say to Secretary
Kissinger that we have been honored by our association with him,
awed by his intellect and his insight, and thankful for his mighty
efforts in the cause of peace for all mankind.

He is, so far as this American is concerned, the greatest
Secretary of State in the history of our Republic, His record reads
like the battle streamers on the flags of our most iested divisions.
To mention only a few examples: |

-- The agreement that brought our boys home from Vietnam;

-- The historic beginning of our relationship with the

People's Republic of China;
-~ The foundation and first building blocks of strategic arms
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limitation;




-=- The turning point in the modern history of the Middle East;
and the first steps toward peace;
-- The breakthrough towards peaceful settlement in
southern Africa;
-~ The closest friendships among the North Atlantic allies
in a generation;
~- The linking of Japan, our permanent friend, into the
community of the industrial democracies;
-- The new dialogue with Latin America;
-- The Seventh Special Session of the UN General Assembly,
a milestone in the world's economic history.
In every case Secretary Kissinger has worked mightily for
peace; and in every case the cause of peace has been advanced. He
.has led the way in awakening the industrialized world to the changes

that must be made if the poor of the world are to know hope and
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prosperity. He has been the architect of a new and productive relation-

ship with our adversaries, His is a record of unprecedented scope
and enormous accomplishment; it is a record in which all Americans
take pride; it is a record worthy of special recognition,

It is.my particular pleasure to be able to give special recog-
nition to this great American this evening before this distinguished

and most appropriate audience. Mr. Secretary, it is my honor and
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privilege tonight to aware you, on behalf of a grateful néffion, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom with distinction -- the highest award
it is within my power to grant. I make this award not only in
recognition of the monumental contributions you have made to the
security, peace and freedom of the United States, but in recognition,
as well, of the fact that during the dark days in our recent past you

showed the world what we were capable of accomplishing and gave your
countrymen a reason to be proud of their nation. I make this award
in the presence of the diplomatic corps, because, in the broadest
sense, what you did for Arneri.ca. you did for all mankind.

Let me read the citation:
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The President asked that Milt goeto New York to pra-
sent this Medal on his behalf.

Mil“:'l travel i'equest for New York -~ present Medal
of Freedom to Irving Berlin
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